
Sunday, January 7, 2024  Epiphany/The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

 

 

 

 



WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS 

GATHERING 

Prelude      
(PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE) 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our 

salvation.   C Amen! 
 

HYMN         Angles We have heard on High    ELW 289
 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us 

confess our sin. 

C Amen. 



Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Together we pray, 

C God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace.  We confess that too 

often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security.  We 

nurture conflict and build barriers.  We neglect the needs of our 

neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation.  Have mercy on 

us.  Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.  Where we are 

reluctant, give us courage.  Where we are cynical, restore our 

trust.  Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of 

eternal life in you.  Amen. 

P Hear the good news:  We are children of God and heirs of God’s 

promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  In ☩ Jesus we 

are forgiven and redeemed.  Sing with joy, for all the ends of the 

earth shall know the salvation of God. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE    ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME! ELW 314 

 

 
 

THE GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Together we pray, 

C  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice 

moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us 

by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING  Genesis 1:1-5 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let 

there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, 

and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

L The word of God.    

C Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SECOND READING  Acts 19:1-7 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions 

and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, 

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They 

replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he 

said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 

baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 

telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 

in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were 

about twelve of them. 

L The word of God.    

C Thanks be to God. 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 



ACCLAMATION  s142a 
 

 
GOSPEL  Mark 1:4-11 

C     Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John 

was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 

ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he 

saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you 

I am well pleased.” 

 

L The Gospel of our Lord.        

C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON  Pastor Armen 

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

 



HYMN               The First Noel     ELW 300 
 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

A Together we confess our faith, 



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 

blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

each petition concludes…  
 

God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
 

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and 

the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  (SPOKEN GREETING) 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN       ELW 884 



 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Together we pray, 

C God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.  

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your 

table of celebration.  Strengthen us to share with all the world the 

abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, 

the Word made flesh.  Amen. 

 

THE MEAL 

P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.   C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By the leading of a star he was shown 

forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your 

glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



s144b 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
A Together we pray, 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited.  If you are a guest and 

regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to commune here.  

For children who are not communing, please keep your hands folded and 

you will receive a blessing.  Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are 

available at communion.  Grape juice is in the inner section of communion 

tray, wine in the two outer rings.  If you would like a gluten-free wafer, 

please notify the server.   

If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to receive 

communion in your seat, please notify an usher.  



after all have communed 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in God’s grace.   C Amen. 
 

A Together we pray, 

C God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of 

grace, truth, and life.  As you have gathered us in joy, send us 

forth as messengers of your peace.  Make us shine with the good 

news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

P God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and 

the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN       Go Tell It On The Mountain   ELW 290 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

P Christ the Savior is born!  Go in peace. Proclaim this good news! 

C Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 



Faith’s Weekly Announcements 
Welcome to all of you attending this morning! 

 
Food Pantry 

This week the food bank especially needs laundry detergent.  All 
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex. 
 

Sunday School Class  
Please join us in the doublewide at 9:30 this morning for Sunday 
School. 
 

Choir Practice 
Choir, remember you will be practicing at 9:30 this morning. 
 

It’s Still Cold Out There 
The temperatures have been pretty low lately, and our homeless 
population (we call them campers) are feeling the impact.  If you 
have any blankets, warm clothing or other items for the cold 
weather that you can spare, please bring them to church and leave 
them in the blue box in the narthex.  We will see that they are 
distributed.  Also needed are hand-held can openers. 
 

Start the Year off Right Ladies Luncheon 
The January ladies luncheon will he held Wednesday, January 17, 
11:30 am at Libee’s Sports Bar and Grill.  The restaurant is located 
in the Lemon Bay Plaza by Big Lots.  We will order from the menu 
with separate checks.  Come prepared to share just one resolution 
for 2024 with all.  Deadline to sign up is January 14.  The sign-up 
sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  If you have questions, 
see or call Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383). 
 
 
 
 



You Are Invited 
There will be a celebration of life for Neal Schattauer on Saturday, 
January 20, at 11:00 am.  Everyone is welcome.  Memorial gifts 
may be made to Faith’s Memorial Garden or the Lemon Bay 
Playhouse. 
 

Thank You 
Bob and Ruth Ash want to express their thanks and appreciation for 
all your prayers and expressions of concern after the death of their 
son. 
 
Looking Ahead… 
Priscilla Fullerton, our former organist, will be presenting a concert, 
“Hymns and Classics,” on Sunday, February 4th at 3:00 pm.  There 
is no cost to attend, but a freewill offering will be taken at the 
conclusion.  Mark your calendars now so you don’t miss it. 
 
Attendance last Sunday: 56 
 

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

Every week day morning  6:30 am  AA meets at church 
Monday 8:00 pm  AA meets at church 
Tuesday 8:00 am  Work Crew 
 9:00 am  Lutheran Chicks 
 5:00 pm  Girl Scouts 
 6:00 pm  Prayer with Grace  

 
WE PRAY FOR… 
Verna Newlon   Lou Taylor   Shirley Rice 
Tom Jackling    Jim Hardenstine  Julie Petersen 
Russ Kadera    Jeanette Porter  Linda Ovitz 
 
 

 



Serving Today 
Altar Guild: Linda Jasper 

First Service: 
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Kathryn Gallagher 
Ushers: Harold & Linda Schultz 

Second Service:  
Lector/ Worship Assistant: Brian Lindhurst 
Ushers: John & Kay Culver, Jay Fisher & Jim Taylor 
 

 
Your Church Council  

Steve Wolfe (President), Jeff Kamm (Vice President), Jeff Petersen 
(Secretary), Art Hanson (Treasurer), Ellen Lindhurst, Jim Taylor, 
Gene Newlon, Larry Bennett, Jay Fisher. 
 
 
 

Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda 
551 Rotonda Boulevard West – Rotonda West, FL 33947 

(941) 697-3313 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133 

Secretary: Barbra Davis  

                 Organist: Candace Montesi      Custodian: Cyndy Hoops 
 

 

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am – Noon (M-F) 

PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00 – 1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT 
 

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS…. 

As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior 

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone 

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught 

   As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life 


